
Dirty
Little

Secret

WHEN AMIEN TOLD 
me he had 
something special to 
show me I felt myself 
dealing with some 
severely mixed 
reactions. I knew it 
was a car, and I 
suspected it would 
be pretty fast. But as 

is the case with most 
modified rides, along 
with the added 
performance usually 
comes a heavily 
compromised ride 
quality. And that 
meant I was about to 
break my back over 
a speed bump. 

Tested: STO Tuned Golf 5 GTI
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I'm pleasantly 
surprised as I round 
the bend leading to 
the Evolution 
Performance Centre. 
Instead of crudely 
bolted roll cages, 
NOS bottles and a 
gaudy set of alloys 
I'm greeted with the 
pristine exterior of 
Volkswagen's finest 
hatch back covered 
in its original factory 
issue red paint. In 
fact everything about 
it looks completely 
standard. Not so 
much as an after 
market exhaust has 
been added to the 
mix. So why the hell 
am I about to test it?

Despite its tame 
looks, this Golf has a 
dirty little secret. 
Evolution has just 
recently started 
installing and testing 
STO imported ECU 
software upgrades 
for a host of local 
machinery. It's also 
the only modification 
that's been carried 

out by Amien. The 
factory car makes 
147kw and 280nm, 
and that means it's 
an above average 
performance hatch. 
But with the slew of 
hatches that's 
recently come out of 
the woodwork 
including the Focus 
STs, Astra OPCs 
and Renault R26s 
that have all taken to 
the streets to take up 
the challenge of king 
of the road, the 
Golf's performance 
figures have started 
looking iffy. With an 
undetectable 
upgrade boosting 
the numbers up to 
170kW and 370Nm 
for under just R4000, 
it's just the trick for 
levelling the playing 
fields. And that's 
where I come in. 
Amien gives me the 
keys and throws me 
a look that says it all: 
"Go wild!"
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STO is a German based 
leading international chip-
tuner visit their website at 
www.sto-chiptuning.com



I drop my 
butt into the driver's 
leathery seat and 
proceed to strap 
myself into its posh 
cocoon. The interior 
is luxurious. Junking 
any of this high end 
kit just to liberate 
some more 
performance would 
be a sin. Still, it's the 
very pursuit of power 
that has me in this 
predicament. It was 
time to put the pedal 
to the floor, but hard!
My left palm falls 
neatly atop the GTI's 
shiny gear lever. 
With a notchy shift 
into first, both feet 
balancing the clutch 
and accelerator, I 
was ready for my 
first full bore launch. 
As the revs climb 
and settle at 
4500rpms, I 
drop the 

clutch. The 
Golf's mature 
demeanour is 
chucked out the 
window as the full 
might of the turbo-
charged 2 litre lump 
shreds the front 
rubber amidst a 
cloud of acrid tyre 
smoke. Instantly 
we're catapulted 
forward. I'm on the 
red line far quicker 
than anticipated. 
This thing was wild 
and would be 
better 
appreciated 
on my 
informal 
test 
track 
not 
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too far away. A local 
abandoned industrial 
area with a network 
of chicanes, 
straights and 90 
degree bends was 
just 5 minutes away 
and would be perfect 
venue. I go there. 
Quickly.
With an open road 
ahead of me I'm 

finally able to open 
up the taps. A few 
more launches 
convince me of what 
I've already 
suspected. The STO 
upgrade works, and 
works well. There's 
no aggressive kick in 
the power graph. 
Instead you're spoilt 
with a never ending 

>> EVO  NEW PRODUCT

page 04 evoperformance.co.za

rush of power firing 
the tacho's needle 
into the red line 
quicker than you can 
snatch at the gear 
lever. Acceleration to 
100kph drops by 0.5 
of a second to 6.7 
and goes on to a top 
speed of 235kph 
proven with our 
trusty GPS. Fuel 
consumption is likely 
to improve as well, if 
driven conservatively 
but there'll be none 
of that today. Not 
only do the figures 
look good but the 
everyday driveability 
improves 
exponentially as 
well. Just about 20 
of these conversions 

have been done in 1 
month with no 
hiccups. All software 
is untraceable to 
dealer diagnostics 
and could be put 
back to original at 
anytime. It's an edge 
much needed by the 
Golf enthusiast if he 
intends keeping up 
with the Astra OPCs, 
Focus STs and 
Renault R26s.  
Oh did I mention that 
these cars too can 
benefit from an STO 
upgrade?

STO software benefits both manual and DSG derivatives 

STO can be found at these dealerships:
Cape Town
Evolution (021) 704-2728
KSD (021) 949-4566
JZR Customs 082 777 2423

Durban & JHB
Precision Auto Tuning 083 786 3489

PE and East London coming soon


