
D
o

u
b

le
T

R
O

U
B

L
E

The Opel Astra H series 
suffers from an extremely 
severe case of under-
achievedness. You see, 
underneath that bland 
styling that has made it a 
favourite amongst the likes 
of Avis and Hertz, lays a 

very capable Lotus tweaked 
chassis and in the case of 
these two fine examples; 
the Coupe and the OPC, a 
demon of a motor in the 2.0 
16V unit under it's hood. An 
assortment of body variants 
mean that somewhere in 

Tested: STO-Tuned Astra OPC/Coupe
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For top of the range performance in a world 
infested with hot hack backs pushing well into the 
R300 000 bracket, we explore the turbo models of 
just 5 years ago, for some budget boosted 
motoring.



the lineup you should be 
able to find the car of your 
dreams.

With 147kW and 
267Nm on the fly in 
standard guise, this motor 
is more than adequate 
having first been 
implemented in the fabled 
F Astra and Kadett TS 
and more recently in the 
GTC Turbo. STO software 
upgrades have thus far 
netted these vehicles with 
substantial gains in 
performance. Would the H 
series prove any 
different? I slip my butt 
into the leathery confines 
of the beautiful blue hatch 
and am immediately 
greeted with a swish 
ambience with just a hint 
of sportiness courtesy of 
drilled alloy bits of trim, 
whilst the factory fitted 
sports buckets bolster me 
in. The usefulness of 
bucket seats are seldom 
realised but you only have 
to ask a rally river as to 
their importance in a 
racing environment. A flick 
of the wrist and a flat-
footed rev sees the 
engine burst into life, 
sending convulsions 
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underneath that bland 
styling lays a very capable 

Lotus tweaked chassis



through the cabin as the 
needle chases into the 
redline. I've driven this car 
in standard form and this 
seminal ride serves as 
the basis of my 
comparison. I hook first, 
let off the clutch and 
which just a chirrup of 
wheelspin engage 
forward momentum, as I 
begin my downward spiral 
of Rhodes Drive, one of 
my favourite testing 
'circuits'. The trick to 
mountain running is 
patience, and a calm 
nerve as each corner is 
blind and varied, with 
tightening and widening 
bends, some banked, 
some flat as a pancake 
are able to surprise the 

driver into many a wicked 
scenario. I know them like 
the back of my hand 
luckily, which means I can 
really push the 
boundaries on the Evo-
fettled turbo Astra, any 
discernible difference 
would be clearly 
broadcast. 

She doesn't disappoint, 
clearly illustrated by the 
dynograph's raised power 
and torque curves, 
delivery in both 
departments is smooth 
and brisk, this translates 
to high-speed cornering, 
with fewer gear changes 
needed to dispatch a 
chicane which leaves the 
driver to focus on the 
road ahead. The top of 
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STO is a German based 
leading international chip-
tuner visit their website at 
www.sto-chiptuning.com

power has risen to 
168kW at 4400rpm, the base 
map only managed 110kW
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the power graph has risen to 
168kW at 4400rpm, the base map 
only managed 110kW. Torque has 
leapt to 365Nm which means half 
your time is spent watching a 
frenetic TC (traction control) signal 
light flash madly at you. This 
makes for a wheel spin friendly 
launch, I suggest modulating your 
throttle inputs on pull away till 
you've perfected your launch with 
your new found bags of torque. As 
always ECU modifications are an 
excellent way to boost 
performance, but for real value for 
money, we suggest coupling it to 
an aftermarket stainless exhaust 
and downpipe combination to really 
exploit your blown motor.

The safe and reversible process 
begins via an assessment of the 
vehicle before the new software 
map is uploaded. All maps have 
been developed for our roads and 
our conditions including low octane 
fuel and weather conditions at the 
coast. What that boils down to is 
that all STO maps enable your car 
to run at its optimum. And that 
means massive gains and razor 

    

STO can be found at these dealerships:
Cape Town
Evolution (021) 704-2728
KSD (021) 949-4566
JZR Customs 082 777 2423

Durban & JHB
Precision Auto Tuning 083 786 3489

PE and East London coming soon
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• All software updates 
are free of charge

sharp throttle response. 
    The software is untraceable to 
dealer diagnostics and can be 
reverted back to standard at any 
time, The cost is R4000 for the 
software and R3500 for the 
exhaust. It can all be completed 
in 1 day. The software takes a 

mere 3 hours as the file comes 
from STO-CHIPTUNING in 
Germany via e-mail and then 
uploaded to the car via the OBD 
2 port.

• All software updates are free of 
charge


